
From the President 
Happy December 

Airstreamers 
 
Greeting to everyone this holiday 
season! It was good to see many of 
you at the December 14th dinner in 
Williamsburg. Thank you Richard 
and Joanna for hosting it and for 
arranging for the wonderful 
Christmas entertainment 
afterwards. The next gathering will 
be January 11th New Year's dinner 
in Virginia Beach at Rib City. Ellie 
and I are the contacts for this event. 
Also please see our updated event calendar as we have firmed up 
dates and location for our March and April rallies. 

The big 2020 news for me is we will be hosting the Commonwealth 
Rally for the four Virginia Clubs. The location will be Small Country 
Campground in Louisa, Va. The new owners are very enthusiastic 
about having us and will help coordinate entertainment and catering. 
You may reserve a site as early as January 2, 2020. The actual rally 
will be Friday and Saturday Sept 11th and 12th, though many of us 
will go up early a day and stay a day later. When you reserve you 
need to pay in full - very reasonable group rates! And if you must 
cancel - they ask for two weeks notice before event for full refund 
less $25.00. The location is conveniently located between Richmond 
and Charlottesville. There will be plenty to do out and about or right 
at the campground. I will provide more specific information via a 
block in this newsletter.

So goodbye 2019 and hello 2020. I trust 2020 will be another great 
year for us to be out traveling and camping in our Airstreams. Best 
wishes always to you and yours for safe and enjoyable travels! 
Hope to see you soon! Greg 
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On the Road 
Highlights of 2019 Member Travels 

Montpelier Hunt Club Races 2019 
Our annual family event at James Madison's Montpelier was a pleasant one - good weather and good 
company. Though Ellie and I would have liked to camp with the club at Urbana, one just cannot be in two 
places at the same time. Maybe one day we'll try to steer some club members up to Montpelier for a rally. 
The steeplechase racing is exciting to watch as the horses race by just a few feet from you and kick up the 
turf, which of course, lands on spectators. People tailgate with style - there is a competition for the best 
spreads and decorations. Some folks dress up like they are at the Kentucky Derby. James Madison's mansion 

is there and open to the public. The building has been going 
through different phases of restoration to get it back to the way 
it was originally. There are event specific vendors there if you 

need to pick up a fancy hat or a tweed jacket. 
Most of us, however, are of the blue jean and 
fleece jacket variety and just enjoy the entire 
spectacle. Besides the horse racing, there are 
Jack Russell dog races to watch and three age 
categories of stick racing for kids. Of course 
the kids steal the show every year!

Montpelier is close to where our club will be hosting the 
Commonwealth Rally in September of 2020. Though there 
will not be any horse racing that weekend - it is an easy 
drive there and would make for a nice day trip while at the 
rally. Thomas Jefferson's Monticello, Lake Anna, and 
Walton's Mountain are also close to where we will be 
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camping. The Shenandoah club hosted the 2019 rally and did a great job. I'm sure we'll put on an equally 
great rally for the four clubs of Virginia.

Submitted by Greg Worcester 

Tidewater Airstream Club Christmas 
Celebration 

On Saturday evening, Dec. 14th, 20 Airstreamers from our Tidewater Club 111 gathered at Craft 31, a 
micro-brewery in Williamsburg. Our holiday rally was hosted by Joanna and Richard Duncan who regaled 
us with “door-prize” gifts and goodies and tissue cozies, hand-made (on her sewing machine!) by Joanna! 
The food and drink were delicious, and we even had our own private dining room (the management had 
been forewarned that the Airstream folks can get pretty rowdy!).  The gathering was very jolly!!  After 
dinner, we drove to the Williamsburg Community Chapel  where we were treated to their annual Christmas 
concert, which featured an incredible choir  and orchestra. The chapel refers to the concert as a “Christmas 
Musical” and it included youth choral groups and narration. The concert, titled “You are the Light”,  was 
very moving and professional and the songs  invoked the true meaning of Christmas. Thank you, Joanna and 
Richard, for helping us to kick off the Christmas season with fun and true holiday spirit! 
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New Year’s Resolutions You Can (Probably) 
Keep

Reprinted in part from Airstream Jan 2018 (But they still apply!)

It’s easy to make New Year’s Resolutions, but we all know it’s hard to keep them. 
Whether we’re stressed or distracted or unable to maintain our perseverance, New 
Year’s Resolutions often end in disappointment.

But it doesn’t have to be that way. Here are several New Year’s Resolutions – drawn 
from dozens of Airstream blog articles – that may inspire you to have a happy, healthy, 
and exciting 2020.

1. Eat healthy, or at least eat well. Discover the fun in learning how to create healthy and fun meals 
on the road in your Airstream.

2. Travel more. Ask any Airstreamer and they’ll all tell you the same thing: it’s good for the soul. Don’t 
make it hard - just keep it fun. That’s why we are Airstreamers.

3.  Never stop learning. Don’t be afraid to read the long article, watch the documentary, or dig into 
the book. It’s part of living riveted. Take advantage of the experiences of your fellow Airstreamers - 
there is no dumb question.

4.  Winter is long, and (depending on where you are) it can be cold. Something as simple as a cup of 
hot chocolate can warm your spirits. Turn off the TV and read a book.

5.  Stay healthy, productive, and family-focused. Your example will inspire others around you to do 
the same and enrich us all.
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6. Volunteer. Help others. Give of yourself if you’re able, and do 
your best to help those who are not as fortunate as yourself. It 
will make a difference to those you help and you’ll be amazed 
how good it feels.

7. Recognize those who help you succeed. Give credit where 
credit is due.

8. Throw a party. Invite your friends. Sometimes all it takes is 
someone who takes the initiative. Be that person. Keep it simple. 
Just create the opportunity.

9. Leave it beautiful. Wherever you are, make it a better place. 
Pick up the trash. Volunteer. Donate your money, your energy, 
and your time. Be the change you want to see in the world.

10. Take a family adventure. Teach your children and 
grandchildren about the joy of being outdoors. Get them field 
guides to help them discover the wonderful things around them. 
There is no substitute for the family time that comes with camping 
– whether it’s on the trail or around the campfire. They’ll thank 
you for it some day.

11.Express your creativity. Paint a picture. Write a song. Plant a 
garden. Renovate a vintage Airstream.

12. Take a road trip. Rediscover the fun of rallies and camping 
with your fellow Airstreamers.

13. Diversify. Try a foreign cuisine. Walk down into Chinatown. 
Experience the richness of different cultures.

14. Play a game. Games have been shown to keep your brain 
sharp and strengthen memory. They also help pass the time on 
those long trips.
15.
16. Celebrate where you came from. Start new traditions and 
honor those that have been around for a while. Knowing your 
past helps you figure out your future.

17. Take it slow and let go. Keep it simple and keep it fun.

18. Seek out the holes in the wall. A great mom and pop 
restaurant is always better than fast food.

19. Disconnect. Unplug. Go off the grid. 

20. America’s National Parks are some of the most amazing 
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places in the world. We are lucky to have such beautiful, historic, and mesmerizing places inside 
our own borders. Make a plan to visit one this year – or all 59.

21.  Learn from experience, yours and others.

Technical Talk 
The following are excerpts from Mike Sokol who is cited as the Nation’s leading authority on RV electricity. He is the 
author of “No Shock Zone,”a guide to learning about the electric in your RV and how to avoid being shocked. Mike 
presented an exceptionally informative seminar on RV electrical safety at this year’s International at Doswell, Virginia. 

Electrical Safety 
Most RV electrical issues are caused by the owner or the campground. In a recent 
survey at least 21% of RV owners reported they have been shocked by their RV.  

The first rule of staying safe from electrocution is to keep your heart out of the 
current flow. You can do this by following these simple tips: 

•Use only one hand to plug or unplug any power cables 
•Turn off breakers in the pedestal before plugging or unplugging campsite power 
•Never stand or kneel on wet ground while making electrical hookups 
•If you feel a shock from the doorknob of your RV, do not get into your RV. Shut off 
the pedestal circuit breaker immediately and alert the campsite manager. 

Campground Pedestals

Most campground pedestals have the same basic components, outlets for the available power 
(20amp, 30amp and 50amp) and associated breakers. Most of us have discovered by now that not all 
pedestals are the same in the way they are cared for or the way they are used. Some issues are 
immediately obvious such as missing pedestal covers, cracked or damaged outlets or circuit 
breakers. Some issues are not so obvious such as proper wiring and grounding. So what can we do 
to be sure we’re not connecting to an unsafe pedestal? 1) Shut off breakers before plugging and 
unplugging your trailer power cord. 2) Regularly inspect your power cords and dog-bone adapters for 
corrosion, cut insulation and signs of overheating. 3) Inspect your trailer outlet for signs of wear or 
damage. 4) Invest in a basic voltage testing kit (available on Amazon for under $40) - consists of a 
multi-meter, 3 light test and a non-contact voltage tester (NCTV). A NCTV is a very simple and 
effective way to determine if you have a “hot skin” condition with your RV - detecting voltage as low 
as 60 volts. A digital multi-meter is a good way to test for over and under voltage.  A three way light 
test is used for basic outlet testing for correct wiring - it won’t tell if the voltage is correct. There are 
also continuous monitoring devices such as the Progressive Industries RV Smart Surge Protectors. 
These can detect proper pedestal wiring, open grounds and protect against power surges. There are 
numerous online resources available to help with the proper use of these tools and learning about RV 
electricity - with the intent to keep us safe not turn us into electrical engineers. 
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Let me share a short story.  On one of our camping trips I was having problems getting power to our 
trailer. I trouble shot the problem using my multi meter and determined the problem was not the 
pedestal so I reconnected my surge protector but was still no power. I did get the power to come on 
and but then it went off. The pedestal breaker had not popped so I thought the problem was with the 
trailer. I checked the security of the connection to the trailer and confirmed the locking collar was tight, 
but still no power. I shut off the pedestal breakers and unplugged the trailer. When I disconnected the 
trailer power cable at the trailer I discovered that the power cable was hot and although the locking 
collar was tight the connector was not twisted all the way to the right and locked. I examined the 
connectors saw that there had been arching at the connection. This was not the first time I had 
experienced this issue, but I had not previously figured out what was causing the problem. Because 
this was becoming a chronic problem I elected to replace my trailer plug and cable with a Smart Plug 
set-up. This upgrade provides more contact surface area and is easier to establish a secure 
connection. I did the conversion myself in about 30 minutes.

Upcoming Tidewater Club Events  

January New Year's Dinner

Saturday January 11th at 4:30

Hosted by Greg and Ellie Worcester

Location: Rib City Restaurant 

4688 Princess Anne Rd. Virginia Beach 23462 

(757) 961-3690

RSVP by January 8th to Greg and Ellie at

gworcester15@cox.net 
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Virginia Commonwealth Rally 
Small Country Campground

Louisa, VA 
September 11-13

In 2019 the Shenandoah Club hosted an excellent Common Wealth rally at Newport News City Park for 
our four Virginia clubs. Twenty eight Airstreams were there and participants enjoyed good weather, crisp 
evenings around the fire, and visited with Airstreamers from around our state and West Virginia too. The 
Shenandoah Club arranged for a Civil War battlefield tour and a nature walk - both ranger lead. There 
were activities, entertainment and well organized events for all. Clearly a lot of careful and involved 
planning went into ensuring the rally was a big success.

In 2020 it is the Tidewater Club’a turn to host the Commonwealth Rally. After discussing with the other 
clubs, we decided on September 11-14 and to hold the rally in the Richmond area. The other clubs 
expressed thanks that we would head out their way a bit for the next one.  After careful consideration 
and exploration of several sites we have settled on the Small Country Campground in Louisa, Virginia. 
This is a family run campground with a fine reputation and a willingness by the owners to help us make 
this a successful rally. We will be asking for help in planning and running the rally so please give this 
some thought.  Below are preliminary details from the Campground  to help with your planning.

• 50/30 amp FHU group rate = $44.25/night
• 30 amp FHU group rate = $36.75/night
• Pavilion Rental = Complimentary
• One (1) Private Mini-Golf Tournament  - Complimentary
•       One (1) Private Bingo Session – Complimentary
• Bingo and Mini-Golf will need to be scheduled in advance as we have to accommodate our regular 

campers as well.
• Your group reservation is for 3 nights arriving Friday September 11 and  departing on Monday 

September 14, 2020
• Your group can begin claiming their sites on January 2, 2020
• Any sites not claimed prior to August 28, 2020 will be released and open for reservation to other 

campers.
• Online reservations will not be available for your group, they must call to claim and we will assign 

the most accommodating site based on  their trailer.
• Full payment is required at the time of reservation.
• Cancellation policy:  At least 7 days prior to arrival = full refund with a $25 cancellation fee.  Within 

7 days of arrival we will issue a camp credit and transfer to a new reservation to be made and 
used within one year.

• Call Cindy Miller at 540-967-2431 for reservation
• I noted that some of us will arrive a day early, Thursday the 10th, and stay through Monday the 

14th. And some of us will stay for the 11th and 12th only
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WBAC Tidewater Club 111 EVENTS 2020 
January 11 – New Years Dinner, Rib City, Virginia Beach, hosts Greg 
                      and Ellie Worcester 

February – Lunch or Dinner TBD, hosts needed 

March 27-28 –  Breakout Rally - Williamsburg KOA, hosts Club 111

April 1-5  Region lll Rally – Myrtle Beach 

April 24-25 — Chippokes State Park - April 24-25 (loop B most desirable) 
           
May 14-17 – Ft. Monroe – hosts Bill and Joyce Werner

June 20-27 – International Rally in Loveland CO 

June TBD - Belle Isle, hosts Tim and Beverly Supler  

July TBD –  Kiptopeke State Park, hosts Greg and Ellie Worcester

August TBD – Rudds Creek – hosts Larry and Rhonda Evans

September 11-13 – Commonwealth Rally, Location TBD, 
                                hosts Club 111 

October 8 -11 – First Landing State Park Virginia Beach - hosts Frank and        
     Jayne Munoz

November 5 - 8 – Urbanna Oyster Festival*

December – Holiday Dinner – TBD

Dates and locations will be firmed up as quickly as possible. Our monthly 
newsletter will have an updated calendar each issue.

* NORVA Club will not be hosting this rally in 2020. We are planning on assuming 
hosting responsibilities. This is a fun event and easy to host so hope you can 
attend.  NORVA has done a great job hosting this rally over the years.  It’s a great 
last camping event of the season!
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